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Mr. Vice President, 
  
The clubs of the Central East District have had a busy and rewarding year, hosting monthly  
workshops, organizing successful community service projects, and celebrating well-
attended annual fundraising events. Their efforts led to increased membership for some 
clubs and recognition through several state awards, highlighting the positive impact and 
dedication of the clubs throughout the year. 

In September, the Pendleton Garden Club hosted their annual picnic, which featured an 
engaging program on Bees. Members learned about the vital role bees play in pollination 
and the health of local ecosystems. Later, in November, they participated in a program on 
Winter Seed Sowing, presented by Sheree Beltz, Mounds State Park Naturalist. Members 
learned practical techniques for starting seeds outdoors during the colder months, helping 
them prepare for a productive spring garden. To conclude the year, the club will gather for a 
festive Christmas Party in December. 

Similarly, the Petal and Stem Garden Club enjoyed a presentation by Jake Wyatt, Master 
Naturalist, who spoke on Native Plants. The talk emphasized the importance of native 
plants in supporting local pollinators and maintaining ecological balance. In October, 
members took part in a creative workshop making centerpieces with pumpkins, moss, and 
dried flowers. In November, there was a soup luncheon where Lisa Burkhardt, president of 
the Richmond Rose Garden Board and Purdue Master Gardener, gave a talk about how to 
improve soil conditions for rose gardens.  On December 3rd, to wrap up their activities for 
the year, the club held a special fundraiser featuring an auction of Christmas items. 

On September 9th, the Twin City Garden Club hosted Tammy and Russ Corbin, who spoke 
about “Watering Gas City Main Street Pots.” In November, I attended their meeting and led 
a workshop on “Gardening Journals,” where members began creating the front and back 
covers of their composition notebook journals. During the workshop, members decorated 
their composition notebooks with stickers, drawings, and gardening-themed 
embellishments, making each journal unique and personal.  

Summitville Garden Club president, Tamblyn Bailey, delivered an informative presentation 
on “Dehydration” at the club’s September meeting. In October, the club held a meeting in 
preparation for their Make & Take Workshop, which took place on Saturday, November 



22nd. This annual event, open to the public, allows participants to create seasonal crafts—
such as holiday-themed arrangements or decorative centerpieces—while raising funds to 
support the club’s community beautification projects and educational programs. To 
celebrate the season and conclude their activities for the year, the Summitville Garden 
Club will host a Christmas Party on December 8th, 2025. 

The Garden Club of Marion continued its commitment to education and community 
involvement through a robust series of programs and hands-on activities this fall. In 
September, the club welcomed Dugan Julian, Northeast Regional Specialist at the 
Southern Indiana Cooperative Invasives Management, who delivered an insightful 
presentation on “Invasive Management.” Julian highlighted several problematic invasive 
species affecting our region, such as Japanese honeysuckle, bush honeysuckle, and garlic 
mustard. He explained how these species outcompete native plants, disrupt natural 
habitats, and impact local wildlife. Building on the theme of environmental stewardship, 
the October meeting featured Taylere McCoy from Acres Land Trust. Her talk introduced 
members to the mission of Acres Land Trust, which is dedicated to protecting natural and 
working lands in northeast Indiana, southern Michigan, and northwest Ohio. She 
emphasized the importance of land conservation for preserving biodiversity, supporting 
local ecosystems, and providing natural spaces for public enjoyment and education. 
Members engaged in discussion about the lasting impact of land trusts on future 
generations and ways the club could support these efforts locally. Transitioning from 
educational programs to creative, hands-on activities, the club’s November gathering 
offered a workshop led by Brenda Schadler and Kimberly Jackson on “Creating an Eco-
Friendly Wildlife Feeder.” In this session, members learned how to attract and support 
native wildlife by assembling feeders from fruit, suet, pinecones, and fresh greenery. Each 
participant crafted a unique feeder to take home, promoting sustainable gardening 
practices and enhancing backyard habitats for birds and small mammals. Demonstrating 
the club’s commitment to community service and holiday spirit, several members 
volunteered their time to decorate the Hostess House for Christmas, contributing festive 
arrangements and seasonal cheer to this local landmark. To conclude the year’s activities, 
the Garden Club of Marion will gather for their annual Christmas luncheon on December 
12th at the Hostess House, celebrating a season of learning, creativity, and service 
together.   

Creative Hands have had the opportunity to collaborate with their members and craft a 
variety of distinctive floral arrangements throughout the year. For the fall season, they 
designed eye-catching pieces such as pumpkin centerpieces, while for the Christmas 
season, their creations included festive wreaths and elegant holiday table displays. These 



projects not only highlighted their creativity but also brought seasonal beauty for their 
enjoyment. 

On October 16, 2025, the Smalltown Garden Club and Summitville Garden Club warmly 
welcomed members and guests to our Central East District meeting at the Alexandria 
Community Center. The event, fittingly themed “Party in the Pumpkin Patch,” saw an 
impressive turnout—38 of our 39 registered attendees joined in the day’s festivities. 

We were delighted to host several distinguished TGCI Officers: Wanda Zahrt, David Zahrt, 
Laura Kirby, Rita Hummel, and Cathy Weber. Their presence added a special touch to the 
gathering and underscored the importance of our shared mission. 

The program featured a lively talk by Mikkail Hodge, owner of Hodge Family Farm in 
Alexandria. Mikkail captivated the audience with stories from his years of growing giant 
pumpkins. He shared his personal best—a colossal pumpkin weighing 1,753 pounds—and 
offered practical tips for aspiring growers. Mikkail emphasized the importance of choosing 
the right seeds, providing consistent watering, and using compost-rich soil.  

I want to extend a heartfelt thank you to the members of Smalltown and Summitville 
Garden Clubs for their outstanding organization and hospitality. Their attention to detail 
was evident in the whimsical pumpkin displays at the entrance and the smooth, friendly 
registration process that made everyone feel welcome from the moment they arrived. Their 
efforts truly set the tone for a memorable and enjoyable district meeting. 

 

Kathy Vermilion  

 


