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Mister Vice-President: 
 
The 2027 State Convention Committee has met twice since the September Seminar.  On 
September 17th we met and voted to propose Pokagon State Park as our venue, and on 
October  8th the members of the North Central District approved the site.  On November 
20th the committee met again and chose a theme:  “Celebrating Our Native Roots”—
incorporating both the Native American heritage of Pokagon and State President Wanda 
Zahrt’s project with native plants.   We also began work on speakers and vendors. 
 
The 2027 TGCI Convention is in the works.  I am incredibly lucky to have anywhere from 15 
to 18 committee members at each meeting with representatives from all 7 clubs. 
 
Speaking of clubs, they have finished 2025 with a flourish. 

• Speakers—TGCI’s Cathy Weber informed the members of Terra Verde about the 
women of Limberlost; Caitlin Cohee from Josiah White explained her high school 
curriculum of  aeroponic tower gardening to the Peru members; and North Central 
District’s Environmental Chair Pam Schumm used activities to teach Iris Elm about 
roots and Monticello about phosphorus. 

• Programs—Iris-Elm enjoyed learning about native plants and feeding the birds; 4 
Winds about house plants and invasive species; Monticello about Indiana history; 
Terra Verde about winter floral design; and Syracuse-Wawasee about making 
Christmas wreaths. 

• Field trips—Michiana traveled to the Edward Lowe Foundation in Cassopolis, 
Michigan, to tour 2,000 acres of woodlands, prairies, lakes and streams; Syracuse-
Wawasee enjoyed high tea after touring the Ruthmere Mansion in Elkhart; and Peru 
spent a day in their own backyard doing fall clean up at their community gardens 
and Blue Star Marker. 

• 4 Winds once again had a very successful scholarship auction. 
• All 7 clubs scheduled Christmas parties, many collecting money, non-perishable 

food items, and clothing for various charities and food pantries. 

The North Central District wants all of you to save April 28, 29, and 30 for a trip to Angola, 
Indiana, to the Potawatomi Inn at Pokagon State Park for the 2027 state convention.  We’re 
working on making it a great one. 
 
 
Linda Harkleroad 
NC District Director 


